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countries like Afghanistan and Iraq so they 
can establish safe havens from which to at-
tack free nations. These killers need to know 
that America, Great Britain, and our allies 
are determined to defend ourselves and ad-
vance the cause of liberty. With patience, 
courage, and untiring resolve, we will defend 
our freedom, and we will win the war on ter-
ror. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 8:05 a.m. on 
August 11 at the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX, 
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on August 12. The 
transcript was made available by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on August 11 but was embargoed 
for release until the broadcast. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address. 

Statement on the United Nations 
Security Council Resolution on the 
Situation in the Middle East 
August 12, 2006 

I welcome the resolution adopted yester-
day by the United Nations Security Council, 
which is designed to bring an immediate end 
to the fighting sparked last month by an 
unprovoked terrorist attack on Israel by 
Hizballah, a terrorist group supported by 
Iran and Syria. The United States and its al-
lies have been working hard since the begin-
ning of this conflict to create the conditions 
for an enduring cease-fire and prevent armed 
militias and foreign-sponsored terrorist 
groups like Hizballah from sparking another 
crisis. 

Yesterday’s resolution aims to end 
Hizballah’s attacks on Israel and bring a halt 
to Israel’s offensive military operations. It 
also calls for an embargo on the supply of 
arms to militias in Lebanon, for a robust 
international force to deploy to southern 
Lebanon in conjunction with Lebanon’s le-
gitimate armed forces, and for the disarming 
of Hizballah and all other militia groups op-
erating in Lebanon. These steps are designed 
to stop Hizballah from acting as a state within 
a state, and put an end to Iran and Syria’s 
efforts to hold the Lebanese people hostage 
to their own extremist agenda. This in turn 
will help to restore the sovereignty of Leb-

anon’s democratic Government and help en-
sure security for the people of Lebanon and 
Israel. 

The loss of innocent life in both Lebanon 
and Israel has been a great tragedy. Hizballah 
and its Iranian and Syrian sponsors have 
brought an unwanted war to the people of 
Lebanon and Israel, and millions have suf-
fered as a result. I now urge the international 
community to turn words into action and 
make every effort to bring lasting peace to 
the region. 

NOTE: The statement referred to United Nations 
Security Council Resolution 1701. 

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With 
Secretary of Defense Donald H. 
Rumsfeld and the Defense Policy 
and Programs Team in Arlington, 
Virginia 

August 14, 2006 

Mr. Secretary, thanks for having me. The 
national security team from the White House 
is anxious to come over and get a briefing 
from you. We’ve got a lot to discuss. It’s very 
important for the American people to know 
that we’re constantly thinking about how to 
secure the homeland, protect our interests, 
and use all assets available to do our jobs. 

I appreciate very much you and your team 
providing the very important briefing. We 
live in troubled times, but I’m confident in 
our capacity to not only protect the home-
land, but I’m confident in our capacity to 
leave behind a better world. And one reason 
I feel so confident is because we’ve got a 
fantastic military. It’s been an honor to travel 
the country to meet those who wear the uni-
form. We’re a blessed nation to have men 
and women who are willing to volunteer dur-
ing these difficult times. 

And so, Mr. Secretary, thanks for the brief-
ing; I’m looking forward to it. And thank you 
all for giving us your insights and inputs. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:27 a.m. at the 
Pentagon. The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish language transcript of these re-
marks. 
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Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice 
and the Foreign Policy Team and an 
Exchange With Reporters 
August 14, 2006 

The President. Good afternoon. Today I 
met with members of my national security 
team, both here at the State Department and 
at the Pentagon. I want to, first of all, thank 
the leadership of Secretary Condi Rice and 
Secretary Don Rumsfeld. 

During those discussions, we talked about 
the need to transform our military to meet 
the threats of the 21st century. We discussed 
the global war on terror. We discussed the 
situation on the ground in three fronts of the 
global war on terror—in Lebanon and Iraq 
and Afghanistan. 

Friday’s U.N. Security Council resolution 
on Lebanon is an important step forward that 
will help bring an end to the violence. The 
resolution calls for a robust international 
force to deploy to the southern part of the 
country to help Lebanon’s legitimate armed 
forces restore the sovereignty of its demo-
cratic Government over all Lebanese terri-
tory. As well, the resolution is intended to 
stop Hizballah from acting as a state within 
the state. 

We’re now working with our international 
partners to turn the words of this resolution 
into action. We must help people in both 
Lebanon and Israel return to their homes 
and begin rebuilding their lives without fear 
of renewed violence and terror. 

America recognizes that civilians in Leb-
anon and Israel have suffered from the cur-
rent violence, and we recognize that respon-
sibility for this suffering lies with Hizballah. 
It was an unprovoked attack by Hizballah on 
Israel that started this conflict. Hizballah ter-
rorists targeted Israeli civilians with daily 
rocket attacks. Hizballah terrorists used Leb-
anese civilians as human shields, sacrificing 
the innocent in an effort to protect them-
selves from Israeli response. 

Responsibility for the suffering of the Leb-
anese people also lies with Hizballah’s state 
sponsors, Iran and Syria. The regime in Iran 
provides Hizballah with financial support, 
weapons, and training. Iran has made clear 
that it seeks the destruction of Israel. We 

can only imagine how much more dangerous 
this conflict would be if Iran had the nuclear 
weapon it seeks. 

Syria is another state sponsor of Hizballah. 
Syria allows Iranian weapons to pass through 
its territory into Lebanon. Syria permits 
Hizballah’s leaders to operate out of Damas-
cus and gives political support to Hizballah’s 
cause. Syria supports Hizballah because it 
wants to undermine Lebanon’s democratic 
Government and regain its position of domi-
nance in the country. That would be a great 
tragedy for the Lebanese people and for the 
cause of peace in the Middle East. 

Hizballah and its foreign sponsors also 
seek to undermine the prospects for peace 
in the Middle East. Hizballah terrorists kid-
naped two Israeli soldiers; Hamas kidnaped 
another Israeli soldier for a reason— 
Hizballah and Hamas reject the vision of two 
democratic states, Israel and Palestine, living 
side by side in peace and security. Both 
groups want to disrupt the progress being 
made toward that vision by Prime Minister 
Olmert and President Abbas and others in 
the region. We must not allow terrorists to 
prevent elected leaders from working to-
gether toward a comprehensive peace agree-
ment in the Middle East. 

The conflict in Lebanon is part of a broad-
er struggle between freedom and terror that 
is unfolding across the region. For decades, 
American policy sought to achieve peace in 
the Middle East by promoting stability in the 
Middle East. Yet the lack of freedom in the 
region meant anger and resentment grew, 
radicalism thrived, and terrorists found will-
ing recruits. We saw the consequences on 
September the 11th, 2001, when terrorists 
brought death and destruction to our coun-
try, killing nearly 3,000 of our citizens. 

So we’ve launched a forward strategy of 
freedom in the broader Middle East. And 
that strategy has helped bring hope to mil-
lions and fostered the birth of young democ-
racies from Baghdad to Beirut. Forces of ter-
ror see the changes that are taking place in 
their midst. They understand that the ad-
vance of liberty, the freedom to worship, the 
freedom to dissent, and the protection of 
human rights would be a defeat for their 
hateful ideology. But they also know that 
young democracies are fragile and that this 
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